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Dear RCSD Community, 
 
One of the key goals of the Rye Commitment is to help our  
students become “socially responsible, caring citizens.” Looking 
across our school community, we see students from the earliest 
elementary grades through high school going out into the community and addressing needs. 
Thinking back to the very beginning of the school year, when Tropical Storm Ida caused so 
much damage in our community, Rye students went door-to-door providing support and  
assistance to members of the community digging out from devastating flood waters. Our RMS 
students gathered essential clothing items for the homeless. Elementary students held food and 
holiday toy drives  to provide for those in need.  
 
In the December issue of the Superintendent’s Bulletin, we highlight three programs that are 
currently giving our students the opportunity to give back to our community. Students in the 
Academy at Rye High School will focus on educating the community on the recycling of  
specialized plastics. Middle School students have stepped up in response to the devastating  
tornadoes in Kentucky, wrote letters, created art and collected change for families who lost so 
much. The annual Letters to Santa project in conjunction with Rye Recreation is a wonderful 
program that is possible due to the large participation of high school students.  
 
In stressful times when all of us are ourselves facing so many challenges, it is more important 
than ever that we look out into our community and into our neighboring communities to find 
ways to give back by providing support and care for those with the greatest need. I am so proud 
of our students as they seek ways to serve others and demonstrate that they are on track to  
becoming the kind of socially-responsible, caring citizens we – and our world – need. 
 
In 2022, I predict that we will see a whole new myriad of ways that the children of Rye are  
giving back, and in the process, are becoming ever-more socially responsible, caring citizens. I, 
for one, can’t wait to see what they come up with. Stay tuned, and Happy New Year! 
 
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
 
Eric Byrne, Ed.D. 
Superintendent of Schools 
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One Man’s Trash… 
 
The Academy at Rye High School is  
participating in the TREX School Plastic 
Film Recycling Challenge.  Ten  
Academy students are launching a five-
month community outreach plan to 
help teach Rye residents how to  
separate out and recycle plastics with  
recycling numbers 2 and 4 from their  
recycling bins. These plastic items are 
not currently recyclable through the City 
of Rye’s municipal recycling program.  
 
The students will be asking Rye residents 
to collect any plastic film items 2 and 4 
that are clean and dry. If it doesn't touch 
food, they want it! It cannot be “crinkly” 
plastic - it must stretch. Examples of the 

right kinds of items include bubble wrap, newspaper wraps, overwraps around water bottles, 
and Amazon packaging bags. 
 
The community will be able to drop the items at specially-marked bins at Rye High 
School or the District’s Central Administration Building at 555 Theodore Fremd, Suite 
B101. Academy students will check the recycled items to make sure they are compliant, 
weigh them, log them, and deliver the collected sorted recyclables to one of several local 
businesses that collect them for recycling. 

 
Too busy to drop off at school? Please consider bringing your recyclables to one 
of several area stores that collect them. The stores in and around Rye that recy-
cle number 2 and 4 plastics are Wegmans, Kohls, Stop & Shop, and Whole 
Foods. Look for a bin at the front of the store.   
 
TREX uses recycled plastics to make decks and lawn furniture by melting the 
plastics and mixing them with sawdust to make "wood." As part of the  
challenge, schools that meet the goal of recycling 500 pounds of plastic will re-
ceive a TREX bench; the school that recycles the most plastic 
can win up to $7500.  
 
The students will be spreading the word far and wide as soon 
as the High School and Central Office bins are up and running. 
But for now, given that the Winter Break is upon us, please  
collect the items at home if you can. 
 
Kudos to RHS chemistry teacher Sally Mitchell, math teacher 
Ashley Blanch, and the Academy students for a terrific example 
of Project Based Learning (PBL) that will benefit the entire  
Rye community.  n

RHS chemistry teacher Sally 
Mitchell demonstrates how to 
weigh the recyclables the 
scientific way (Weigh the empty 
container, weigh the full 
container, then find the 
difference. [Always weighing in 
Newtons, of course.]  
Full: 45 N - Empty: 15N = 30N)

https://recycle.trex.com/view/programs
https://recycle.trex.com/view/programs
https://recycle.trex.com/view/programs


RMS Students Support Kentucky  
 
 
Rye Middle School students wanted to reach out to  
fellow middle schoolers impacted by the devastating  
tornadoes that ravaged Mayfield, Kentucky earlier this 
month. They wrote letters and created encouraging  
artwork and raised $500 via a coin drive to send to the 
students and teachers of Graves County Middle School 
in Mayfield. Kudos to the RMS students who participated 
and to RMS social studies teacher Juliane Corbalis for 
coordinating the effort.  n 

Santa’s Workshop  
Every year, Rye High School partners with 
the Rye Recreation Department for the  
cherished "Letters to Santa" project.  
Mailboxes are placed throughout Rye and 
children drop off their wish lists for Santa. 
The Rye Rec brings the letters to the  
counseling department at the High School 
and students pick them up, help Santa with 
the letters, and bring them back to counsel-
ing for mailing by the Rec Department. 
 
From December 6-15, the students were 
able to help Santa answer 656 letters -  
a record high!  A big ‘thank you’ to the  
students and volunteers at Rye Rec, and to 
City of Rye Recreation Attendant Ricky  
Dirago, and RHS Counseling Office Senior 
Office Assistant Anne Galletta for making so 
many children’s dreams come true again 
this year.  n 

RHS 9th Graders Signe Olsborg (left) and Matilda Glitterstam giving Santa a helping 
hand in the RHS Counseling office



Commendations    
RMS 8th grader Jack Anderson received a hearty thanks and a gift card  from Rye 
PD Police Officer Justin Keeney for thwarting vehicle theft 
 
Midland 5th grader Kilian MacKinnon placed 13th in the USATF Cross Country 
Championships for the 9/10 year old age group. His brother, RMS 6th grader Tino 
MacKinnon placed 1st in the nation in the 11/12 year old age group 
 
RHS senior soccer center back Reilly Traynor was named Westchester/Putnam Girls 
Soccer Player of the Year and the Lions Club Athlete of the month for November 
 
RHS Varsity football coach Dino Garr was honored in an on-field recognition  
ceremony at a New York Jets game at MetLife stadium on December 12 after being 
named a Coach of the Week. Garr received $1,000 to benefit the Rye’s football  
program and 100 tickets to the Jets Play Football 2022 preseason home game 
 
Osborn School English as a Second Language (ESL) teacher Briana Castelao was 
awarded tenure at the December 14 Board of Education meeting 

LOOKING AHEAD: 
 
Friday, December 24- 
Friday, December 31 
Winter Recess 
Schools and Offices Closed 
 
December 31, 2021 
School tax payment deadline 
(extended from  
November 30) 
 
Monday, January 3, 2022 
Schools and Offices Reopen 
 
Tuesday, January 11 
Board of Education Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 
 
Monday, January 17 
Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., Day 
Schools and Offices Closed 
 
Tuesday, January 25 
Board of Education Meeting 
7:30 p.m. 
RMS Multipurpose Room 
 
 
 

Rye High School’s Ugly Sweater Contest

The winners of this year's Ugly Sweater Contest at Rye High School: In first place, math teacher Nicole 
Marron. In second, Counseling Office Senior Office Assistant Anne Galletta. And in third, Music Department 
Coordinator, Tom Snowden. Congratulations to the winners for their festive garb (and for their willingness to 
wear it)!


